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CONFIDENTIAL ROME 14673 

FOR SECDEF FROM AMBASSADOR 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: PFOR, NATO, MNUC, NPG, IT 

SUBJECT: SECDEF IN ITALY: SPEAKING INVITATION 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU TO ITALY FOR THE NPG 
MEETING IN OCTOBER AND WILL BE IN CLOSE TOUCH WITH YOU AND 
YOUR STAFF ON ARRANGEMENTS FRO THE CONFERENCE. I WOULD 
NEVERTHELESS LIKE TO ASK AT THIS EARLY DATE THAT YOU CONSIDER 
TAKING ON AN ADDITIONAL CHORE. THE PRESTIGIOUS ITALIAN 
INSTITUTE OF INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS WISHES TO INVITE YOU TO 
SPEAK TO A SMAAL, CAREFULLY SELECTED AUDIENCE OF SENIOR 
ITALIAN POLITICAL PERSONALITIES AND DEFENSE AND SECURITY 
SPECIALISTS. KNOWING OF YOUR LONGSTANDING INTEREST IN ARMS 
CONTROL, I BELIEVE THAT AN ADDRESS BY YOU ON THAT SUBJECT WOULD 
HAVE AN IMPORTANT IMPACT ON ITALIAN THINKING IN A CRITICAL 
AREA OF OUR FORIEGN POLICY. I WOULD ALSO APPRECIATE 
HAVING YOUR REACTION TO THE IDEA THAT YOU APPEAR ON 
ITALIAN TELEVISION. YOUR CONSENT TO AN INTERVIEW WOULD 
INCREASE TREMENDOUSLY THE IMPACT OF YOUR STAY IN ITALY 
WHERE THERE IS A GREAT NEED TO REMIND THE PUBLIC OF THE 
SINCERITY OF THE AMERICAN COMMITMENT TO THE DEFENSE OF 
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EUROPE AND OF RELATED ASPECTS OF THE ADMINISTRATIONS'S 
POLICY. 

GARDNER 
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